REMINISCENCES

f anlt with, something I had carelessly written about the
great orator and statesman. I was describing one of
Fox's conversations with Napoleon, and the spirited
manner in which he had resented the absurd suggestion
that "William Pitt was capable of encouraging plots for
Napoleon's assassination. I wrote that Fox had re-
sented the suggestion in his bad French. Sunnier took
my words quite seriously, and gravely assured me that
I had done Fox a great injustice, inasmuch as Fox was
admired in Paris for his perfect French. I was quite
willing to accept Simmer's assurance; but he was too
much in earnest to be satisfied with my willingness to
acknowledge my error on his authority. He produced
book after book written at the time of Fox's visit to
Paris, and containing descriptions of him by various
writers, Frenchmen or Frenchwomen, who all agreed in
expressing their admiration for Fox's perfect mastery
of the French tongue. I dare say I wrote the words on
the too hasty assumption that every English public man
would be likely to speak bad French, but somehow I
could not feel very sorry for the blunder I had made,
because in the first instance it certainly could not in
any way trouble Fox, and in the second place it pro-
cured for me the pleasure of a delightful exposition
from Sumner and the reading of several most interest-
ing passages from the books which he brought to his
aid.

Sumner told me of a conversation which he had bad
with Prince Bismarck not very long, as it turned out,
before the war of 1870, in which Bismarck told him
that England was counted out of European politics as
long as she had a discontented Ireland close to her
western coast. He put himself to great trouble to show
me all over Washington, and to make me acquainted
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